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April 11, 2008

Dear parents of Gill and Montague students:

As you are probably aware, significant changes are taking place in the elementary schools of our district. For this coming school year, starting in September 2008, all 1st and 2nd grade classrooms will be moving from Hillcrest Elementary to Sheffield Elementary; 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades will be moving from Montague Center School to Sheffield; and Montague kindergarten students will be moving to Hillcrest. Montague Center School will be closed after the conclusion of this school year. Sheffield will be greatly expanded, educating children in grades 1 – 5. Hillcrest will function as an Early Education Center, with both pre-school and kindergarten classes.

We will be working to ensure that these changes take place in a way that is least disruptive to students, families, teachers and staff. We believe that by consolidating classes at Sheffield, we will be able to provide improved education to all of our students, and will at the same time limit burdens on our local taxpayers. 

As part of this transition, I’m writing to inform you of the district Intra-District Choice policy. Under this policy, parents may request that their child or children attend a district school outside of their town of residence. That is, families living in Montague with elementary students may request that their children attend Gill Elementary School during SY 08-09, and families living in Gill may request that their children attend either Hillcrest Elementary School or Sheffield Elementary School. In addition, parents of students who will be entering the 6th grade in September of 2008 may make similar requests: Gill parents of 6th graders may request that their child attend Great Falls Middle School, and Montague parents of 6th graders may request that their child attend 6th grade at Gill Elementary School.

Please note that at the present time, if a district student ‘choices’ to another district school, transportation to that school is the responsibility of the parents. When and if budget conditions allow it, the intention of the school committee is to provide transportation for ‘intra-district choice’ students to the school of their choice. We do not foresee this happening during SY08-09, due to tight budget conditions. 

Our district also participates in Inter-District Choice. This program allows students from other districts to ‘choice’ into our schools. When they do so, they lower costs for all of our schools, since they fill otherwise empty seats in our classrooms. 

Our own district students will get first choice if there are empty seats in our classrooms. However, in order to allow us to accept students from outside our district in a timely way, we are asking that you submit requests for Intra-District Choice by May 9, 2008. All in-district requests received by that date will be given preference over out-of-district applicants. In-district requests received after May 9th will be reviewed if there are seats available, on an on-going basis. 

Applications for Intra-District Choice are available in the principal’s office in each school, or may be downloaded from our website at www.gmrsd.org.

Please feel free to call Robin Hamlett, my Executive Assistant, or speak to the principal of your child’s school, if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Kenneth Rocke

Superintendent of Schools 


